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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless — 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States 
before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who has 
fulfilled the requirements of paragn^hs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention thereof by 
the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 do 
not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an international 
application filed before November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is 
determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 
102(e)). 

2. Claims 1-3, 5-6, 9-12 and 14-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Webb (US Pub. 2003/0057648). 

3. Williams discloses the following: 

One or more decks of playing cards (paragraph 0011), a gaming table 
having a layout depicting a player primary wager area (figure 1) and a player 
side wager area (items 12 and 14 of figure 1), a primary wager associated with 
the primary wager area (item 12 of figure 1), the primary wager dependent 
upon a value of a player's hand exceeding a value of a dealer's hand 
(summary), and a side wager associated with the side wager area (item 3 of 
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figure 1), the side wager dependent upon a poker ranking defined, by two or 
more of the player cards (summary) as recited in claim 1. 

The one or more players may draw a maximum of five cards, in 
which the examiner interprets the traditional play of blackjack to be an 
equivalent to the one or more players may draw a maximum of five cards as 
recited in claims 2 and 19. 

A player loses the primary wager if the player's cards exceed a 
maximum value, in which the examiner interprets the traditional play of 
blackjack to be an equivalent to a player losing the primary wager if the 
player's cards exceed a maximum value as recited in claims 3 and 20. 

The poker ranking is defined by a player's first three cards, in which 
the examiner interprets the three card of item 14 of figure 1 to be an 
equivalent to the poker ranking is defined by a player's first three cards as 
recited in claims 5 and 22. 

The winning poker rankings are selected from the group consisting 
of flushes, straights, straight flushes, and threes of a kind (paragraphs 0023- 
0024) as recited in claim 6. 

A display device for displaying the value of each player hand and the 
dealer hand as recited in claim 9. The Webb reference inherently is capable 
of providing a display for displaying the values of the player and the dealer 
hands (paragraph 0042). 

A means for visually indicating the value of each player hand and the 
dealer hand as recited in claim 11. The Webb reference inherently is capable 
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of providing display to indicate the value of a player's and dealer hands 
(paragraph 0042). 

Offering one or more players a primary wager and a side wager 
(figure 1), dealing one or rhore players and a dealer one or more playing cards 
(paragraphs 0008-0015), allowing the players to draw one or more cards, in 
which the examiner interprets the traditional rules of blackjack to be an 
equivalent to allowing the players to drawing one or more cards, allowing the 
dealer to draw cards until a value of the dealer's cards exceeds a pre- 
established minimum value, in which the examiner interprets the traditional 
rules of blackjack to be an . equivalent to allowing a dealer to draw cards until 
a value of the dealer's cards exceeds a pre-established minimum value, 
resolving each player's side wager wherein the side wager is dependent upon 
a poker ranking defined by two or more of each player's cards (paragraphs 
0008-0015), and resolving each player's primary wager wherein the primary 
wager is dependent upon a value of each player's hand exceeding a value of a 
dealers' hand, in which the examine interprets the traditional rules of 
blackjack to be an equivalent to resolving each player's primary wager 
wherein the primary wager is dependent upon a value of each player's hand 
exceeding a value of a dealers' hand (paragraphs 0008-0015) as recited in 
claim 12. 

The poker ranking being defined by a player's first three cards 
(summary) as recited in claim 14. 
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The dealer calculating a value of each player's hand and the dealer's 
hand and causing the values to be electronically displayer as recited in claim 
15. The Webb reference inherently is capable of providing a calculating 
means to calculate and display the player's value on a display (paragraph 
0042). 

The valued of each player's hand and the dealer's hand is input by the 
dealer via a dealer interface in communication with the display device as 
recited in claims 10 and 16. The Webb reference inherently is capable of 
having a device in communication with a display device (paragraph 0042). 

The dealer calculating a value of each player's hand and the dealer's 
hand and causing the values to be identified on or near a table layout (figure . 
1) as recited in claim 17. 

Mans for accepting a player's primary wager and side wager, a 
processor in communication with a random number generator and display 
device (paragraph 0042), the processor for causing the display device to 
display two or more randomly generated player cards and two or more 
randomly generated dealer cards (paragraphs 0008-0015), selection means for 
the player to draw up to five cards which are each displayed on the display 
device, in which the examiner interprets the traditional rules of blackjack to 
be 2X1 equivalent to a selection means for the player to draw up to five cards, 
and the processor fiirther for causing the display device to display dealer 
f cards until a value of the dealer's cards exceeds a pre-established dealer 

minimum value, in which the examiner interprets the traditional rules of 
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blackjack to be an eqmvalent to the displaying the dealer cards until a valued 
of the cards exceeds a pre-established dealer minimum value, the processor 
further for resolving the side wager wherein the side wager is dependent 
upon a poker ranking defined by two or more of the player's cards 
(paragraphs 0008-0015), the processor further resolving the primary wager 
wherein the primary wager is dependent upon a value of a player's hand 
exceeding a value of a dealer's hand, in which the examiner interprets the 
traditional rules of blackjack to be an equivalent to resolving the primary 
wager wherein the primary wager is dependent upon a valued of a player's 
hand exceeding a value of the a dealer's hand (paragraphs 0008-0015) as 
recited in claim 18. The Webb reference inherently is capable of providing a 
video type gaming machine of the table game with the proper components to 
implement the game (paragraph 42). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or desciibed as set forth in section 
102 of this tide, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which 'the 
invention was made. 

5. Claims 4, 7-8, 13 and 23-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Webb (US Pub. 2003/0057648). 

6. Webb discloses the following: 
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One or more decks of playing cards (paragraph 0011), a gaming table 
having a layout depicting a player primary wager area and a player side wager 
area (figure 1), a primary wager associated with the primary wager area (item 
12 of figure 1), the primary wager dependent upon a value of a player's hand 
exceeding a value of a dealer's hand (summary), a side wager associated with 
the side wager area (item 14 of figure 1), the side wager dependent upon a 
poker ranking defined by two or more of the player cards (summary), and the 
primary wager being lost if either the value of the player's hand exceeds a 
predetermined value or the value of the dealer's hand exceeds the value of 
the player's hand with neither the value of the player's hand or the value of 
the dealer's hand exceeding the predetermined value, the primary wager 
being won if either the value of the player's hand exceeds the value o the 
dealer's hand with neither the value of the player's hand or the value of the 
dealer's hand exceeding the predetermined value or the value of the dealer's 
hand exceeds the predetermined value and the value of the player's hand 
does not exceed the predetermined value and the side wager being won if the 
poker ranking is a straight, flush, straight flush or three of a kind (summary) 
as recited in claim 24. 

Offering a primary wager and a side wager (figure 1), dealing one or 
more players and a dealer two or more playing cards, allowing the players to 
draw up to five total cards, allowing the dealer to draw cards until a value of . 
the dealer's cards exceeds a pre-established minimum value, resolving each 
player's side wager wherein the side wager is dependent upon a poker ranking 
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defined by each player's first three cards, the dies wager being won when the 
poker ranking is either a straight, a flush, a straight flush or three, of a kind, 
arid resolving the primary wager wherein the primary wager is lost if either 
the value of the player's hand exceeds a predetermined value or the value of 
the dealer's hand exceeds the value of the player's hand with neither the 
value of the player's hand or the value of the dealer's hand exceeding the 
predetermined value, the primary wager being won if either the value of the 
player's hand exceeds the value o the dealer's hand with neither the value of 
the player's hand or the value of the dealer's hand exceeding the 
predetermined value or the value of the dealer's hand exceeds the 
predetermined value and the value of the player's hand does not exceed the 
predetermined value 
Webb does not expressly disclose the following: 

The maximum value is thirty-three as recited in claim 4. 

The dealer must draw a card as long as the dealer's cards have a value 
of twenty-five oi: less as recited in claims 7 and 23. 

The dealer may no longer draw cards if the dealer's cards have a value 
of twenty-six or more as recited in claim 8. 

The pre-established minimum value is twenty-five as recited in claim 
13. • 

The primary wager of a player being lost if the player's hand exceeds 
thirty- three and the primary wager being won if the value of the player's hand 
exceeds the value of the dealer's hand neither the value of the player's hand 
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or the value of the dealer's hand exceeding thirty-three or the value of the 
dealer's hand exceeds thirty-three and the value of the player's hand does not 
exceed thirty-three as recited in claims 24 and 25. 

Webb does however teach wagering game wherein the traditional 
rules of blackjack are applied. A player's primary wager would be lost if the 
player's hand exceeds twenty-one and the primary wager being won if the 
value of the player's hand exceeds the value of the dealer's hand neither the 
value of the player's hand or the value of the dealer's hand exceeding twenty- 
one or the value of the dealer's hand exceeds twenty-one and the value of the 
player's hand does not exceed twenty-one. 

The underlying game of applicant's claimed invention is the same as 
the cited prior art. The underlying game of the claimed invention discloses a 
primary and secondary wager, wherein the primary wager is lost if the 
player's hand exceeds thirty-three and the primary wager being won if the 
value of the player's hand exceeds the value of the dealer's hand neither the 
value of the player's hand or the value of the dealer's hand exceeding thirty- 
three or the value of the dealer's hand exceeds thirty-three, the value of the 
player's hand does not exceed thirty-three, and the dealer draws cards if the 
dealer's card value is less than twenty-six and no longer draws cards if the 
dealer's value of the cards are above twenty-six. The underlying game of 
cited prior art discloses a primary and secondary wager, wherein the primary 
wager being lost if the player's hand exceeds twenty-one and the primary 
wager being won if the value of the player's hand exceeds the value of the 
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dealer's hand neither the value of the player's hand or the value of the 
dealer's hand exceeding twenty-one or the value of the dealer's hand exceeds 
twenty-one and the value of the player's hand does not exceed twenty-one 
and dealer stands on seventeen and draws on sixteen. The only difference 
between the underlying game of applicant's claimed invention and cited prior 
art is the predetermined number being changed from twenty-one to thirty- 
three and the stand and. draw values from sixteen and seventeen to twenty- 
five and twenty-six. 

At the time the invention was made it would have been obvious 
design choice to a person of ordinary skill in the art to change the 
predetermined numbers from twenty-one to thirty-three and the stand and 
draw values from sixteen and seventeen to twenty-five and twenty-six, to 
provide a new and interesting game that would enhance a player's 
anticipation and enjoyment 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Williams (US Pub. 2003/0184015) discloses a blackjack with poker type game. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 

should'be directed to Alex P. Rada whose telephone number is 571-272-4452. The examiner can 

normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 08:00-16:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Xuan Thai can be reached on 571-272-7147. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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